Championships in Swindon. Students participated in an action packed day of hand-drills kickboxing, sparring and kicking categories. Ruby Gniadek-Pitt (5) from Grove gained a silver medal in wavemaster extreme kicking and Imogen Miles (14) received a bronze medal in Handrills. Jake Nicholls (13) received silver in sparring. Zachary New (5), Oliver Keep (5) Sam Brewis (13), Tansy Brown (8), Emilie Brown (4), Thomas Stamp (13), Joseph Lappin (8) Hannah Read (8) Joshua Jones (5) Jon Harrison (12) Nathan Harrison (10) also represented Oxfordshire at the event. Dylan Miles (12) competed for the first time in the adult categories coming 6th out of 20 adults from across Britian. Neil, of Matt Fiddes Martial Arts Oxfordshire said, "I am very proud of all the students at all of the classes for their enthusiasm and commitment to learning. The students have all developed and have become confident in their skills. Students who attended the championships did themselves and Oxfordshire proud". All those students who participated came home with medals for participation. For more information on the local schools contact Neil Miles on 07903 683880 or via email neilmiles68@yahoo.co.uk Jo bought so much comfort to many. Her Ministry work at Harnhill Centre of Christian Healing bought healing and comfort to many hurting folks. She will be sadly missed by many Dee England Post office -26/11/15 The post office just needs more staff. They are doing very best at this time of year. That "P" word should be used. Not Pizza. Patience Dee England Sensory Garden info-26/11/15 Thank you Mel, for the info. Best of luck with it HT RE: Sensory Garden.-26/11/15 Well I personally say well done to Mel Lane and I wish you all the very best in this great and rewarding plan. The lane has long looked scruffy and unwelcoming, especially when dark. To have this Sensory Garden I fully believe it will spruce up the area and will become a great location for all manner of folk to come, stroll or just sit and contemplate life. Let's face it what is there currently is overgrown and unsightly. I note the nayser declined to have their name to the piece. Sadly there is always going to be negative folk who just can't see the bigger picture or feel it is not relevant to them so will shoot an idea down. Since moving to Faringdon over three and half years ago I have been so impressed at the warm and welcoming nature of the town and how people genuinely try to improve and build on things. This project is just an example of what makes Faringdon so lovely. Please don't spoil it for others by being so negative.
Passing of Jo

Rob Perkins
Volunteers -26/11/15 Faringdon has a really good track record of local people, who volunteer their time and energy to improve the town and activities in the town; all of which with little or no public money. I thought it was worth mentioning some of them. They all add hugely to the quality of life for Faringdon people and the vitality of the town Before Public money is spent on NEW town projects, such as Town Sign or Sensory Garden, surely the priority should be to fund and do as much as possible to retain the services which CURRENTLY exist .. Secondly we should be trying to improve the look of the town and encouraging new business into it, making it a better place to live and work in ... Only after this is done should we be looking at NEW signs , gardens etc .. As for giving money to people to tidy their gardens, totally ridiculous and insulting to those who genuinely need money to eat or keep warm, and to the tax payer like me who would be funding it .. Name Supplied Sensory Garden -25/11/15 May I reassure those who have commented; the project is not intended to be funded by the local authority. The sum needed will be sourced by other means (private investment, organisations providing grants for such purposes et al. e.g. The Heritage Lottery Fund, Landfill grants etc.) With regards to "operational expenditure" i.e. ongoing maintenance, this is of course very much on the agenda. Please bear in mind that the council already have an obligation to maintain the site. By planting it in a low maintenance design and ensuring a revenue stream from the planned cafe there then it will reduce the dependency long term on council funding. On the question of garnering support, I have met with specific groups to understand their requirements. One of the reasons we rarely see people in wheelchairs around, is quite simply, according to local wheelchair users -is that there is nowhere suitable for them to go. As a professional project manager, I have an obligation to the town and to my own reputation to deliver any project in a manner which considers the scope, scale, costs, risks and constraints. This project will have to go through any number of planning hurdles, all of which I understand are open to the public as meetings to enable them to make reasonable objections to as they see fit. This includes residents of Willes Close, Southampton Street, the owner of the adjacent land or indeed Tesco. So: No funding is to be requested from the local council Yes onwards maintenance is recognised and planned for Yes planning permission is recognised and planned for also as is also the rights of local residents or businesses to object within the usual parameters of planning objections Yes I have been and will continue to explore with local groups what they need from such a space and seek to include their requirements throughout. As a final note, with recent cuts to local services, surely a project which is aimed at benefiting those likely to be hit is a good thing? Bromsgrove Day Centre was mentioned -I spent several hours here at their invitation and all were urging me to get on with the project "before they died!" -hugely supportive in every way. I hope this reassures those interested parties. I welcome constructive feedback and would urge anyone who would like to talk through to contact me on meljlane@me.com.
Mel Lane
Sensory garden/town sign.-25/11/15 When I read about the proposed sensory garden the first thing I thought off was vandalism, I can see lots of money and a great deal of hard work being put into this well meant project, I can also see the morons of the town guffawing inanely after they get in and destroy it. My second thought was how many people would truly actually use it. I also agree that a town sign is probably that last thing needed in the town centre, especially if it has anything to do with Berners and his quirky nature which is only admired by just a few townsfolk and the idea that people will come into the town to stand and admire it and thus shop here is quite naïve. I know it's easy to be negative and pull down other peoples enthusiasm for such things but I tend to be a realist, both projects seem to be a little self indulgent to me. The Bromsgrove day centre is to close, something that is actually used and desperately needed so why not put a sensory centre in there somewhere while keeping the much needed day centre going at the same time, put the money that would be needed to fund the other two projects into that, surely it could be done and something far more people in this town would benefit from. And if you still need a sign how about putting one over the door saying "saved for the many not just the few". Name Supplied.
Adult Social Care budget cuts & Faringdon projects-25/11/15
Some very pertinent points made by Hilary. Sensory gardens and civic artwork are very nice and I wish the teams involved in both projects well with their ideas and good luck with finding the funds. The cuts to the Adult Social Care budget proposed by Oxfordshire County Council look severe. If they go ahead many services that provide hugely valuable support to vulnerable members of our community will lose their funding and will struggle to survive. The next five years will get tough as the cuts start to really take effect. The consultation period ends 30 November 2015. Do look at the document (very hard to wade through, but worth the effort) and comment. You'll find it at: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/adult-social-care-1 At least OCC will have a record of your views, even if they pay no attention. Julia Burn Sensory Garden-25/11/15 Public consultation needs to be carried out. Have Wills Close been consulted !!!!!!!! Folks won't use it, to far out of town. We don't need a another town sign, another consultation need doing not agreed just because a few want it. Waste of money Name supplied Town sign.-25/11/15 Having looked at the choice of signs, my view is that the Bowler is a non-starter. Although Berners has a place in the town's history, this design over-emphasises it. I also have my doubts about the gyratory design. It would be great fun for those developing it (which, I suspect, makes it attractive to the organisers) but I have concerns about the amount of maintenance it might require. This leaves the shields, and of these I find the Tale of Two Follies the more interesting. So, I go for a slightly quirky version of the conventional, 2D, design Derek Pepper.
Projects-Sensory Garden, Town Sign -25/11/15
It is very difficult and unpopular to disagree with a well intentioned project which will, in principle, benefit a large number of people, particularly when those people come from disadvantaged groups in society. There are two community projects being discussed on this forum at present. There is no doubt that the sensory garden is entirely well conceived and will take up a hitherto neglected piece of land, and my remarks are in no way intended to denigrate Mel and her project. If you conduct a survey though, and ask "Will you use the garden?" virtually everyone will say "Yes", and agree that it is a good idea, but what you need to study are the existing habits of the respondents, not their theoretically positive intentions. The project will undoubtedly be brilliantly planned and the garden beautifully designed, but how much will it really be used, bearing in mind the English weather, and the capricious nature of the users. I don't see many carers pushing their wheelchair-bound charges around Faringdon's streets at present, (yes I know that is only one group) and the existing town park is usually pretty empty. The other question concerns maintenance. How would the ongoing maintenance be funded after the grand opening? A sensory garden will require quite a bit of maintenance and expenditure over the long term. Is it proposed that volunteers will take this on? As for a town sign, we have plenty already, we don' t need another one. If our elected representatives really think a vanity project is necessary, there are experienced, qualified designers in the town who might like the opportunity to put forward their original designs, so why not hold an open competition? I realise that by voicing these concerns I will appear negative and curmudgeonly, so be it. In times of plenty I wouldn't hesitate to support the garden. In the present economic climate, though, if money is available -from any source -we should be directing it at existing need.
All
to draw attention to the fact that the Bromsgrove Day Centre in Faringdon faces closure in 2016 when it's grant is withdrawn. For a small affordable charge the Bromsgrove day centre offers a proven and regular lifeline to frail, lonely elderly people and respite for their sometimes desperate carers. It does not have the advantage of being fashionable, or glamorous, or high profile. It is staffed by a truly dedicated team of volunteers, led by a paid employee. For a few days a week they provide transport to and from the venue, a hot home cooked meal and company. Much of this is provided at the volunteers' own expense. Their grant is around £14,000 per year. I doubt very much whether the installation of a town sign would be cheap, and the sum is derisory when compared to the £250,000 estimate for a sensory garden.
Hilary Taylor
The Sadlers Restaurant-24/11/15 A group of us had dinner at Sadlers last Friday. We had a wonderful meal in beautiful surroundings. I'm sure the Christmas menu will be just as good. Looking forward to it! Name Supplied PIDGIN BADGES-24/11/15 I've seen a few people wearing little enamel dove badges -where can you get them? Very classy. Are they something specifically to do with Faringdon? I've seen an orange one and pink one; does blue exist? name supplied ED(GW) Yes --you can get them in the TIC; the cost is £2 I think. Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, -and even pink! Town Sign -24/11/15 I don't know Mary Beck so I'm not a 'supporter'. I happen to have my own mind and don't need to follow. I had read the 'comprehensive background documents that have been prepared' before commenting. They aren't very concise but I carried on until the end, and hopefully others will. I obviously missed the simple survey that was conducted, where would I have found it? I've not yet met anybody who knew about it or took part. I've followed the work of the PPT since they began and I understand completeley what they stand for and it's a great group it's just that it does appear, as with the diver, that what they want will happen whatever. I do hope the town council have more input this time. Name supplied TOWN SIGN -CARBON FOOTPRINT-24/11/15 "Name supplied" asks whether the gyratory could be powered by the wind-or solar panels charging up a battery perhaps. Interesting question; and this is something that is under investigation. Slightly disappointing perhaps -but the experts that we have so far spoken with (including a company that specialises in this kind of bespoke moving installation) are advising us that the most reliable & robust way of providing the power would be mains. Both wind and solar would be higher ongoing maintenance, prone to going wrong, and generally a bit random! However, they reassure us that the power required to provide movement is relatively low. And clearly, if an attractive addition to the market place means that more people are likely to want to shop locally, then the impact of the town sign in lowering our overall carbon footprint could be huge.... Local Jobs -23/11/15 Do keep an eye on the jobs page on this site. There's an interesting one on offer at the moment-working from home Ed Town Sign -23/11/15 Yes it must celebrate our history-Market Charter, Civil Wars, our architecture, coaching inns, the Folly, All Saints -there is so much-probably too much for a conventional town sign or coat of arms. I think it needs to be a creative interpretation that covers as much as possible from our long history so that people notice it and go and look at it.
Sjoerd Vogt
Sadlers of Faringdon Christmas
Resident of Faringdon for a long time
Town Sign -23/11/15 I know we're at an early stage in selecting a town sign and that next steps are to involve the schools etc. but given that four designs have already been presented, I can see why people would think to an extent that the decision had already been made (just playing Devil's Advocate, you understand). I'm not keen on the wacky nature of the designs and I think I'd like to see more variety in the proposed ones. I also agree that the market square already has a tribute to Lord Berners in the form of the recent Portwell Bench and Diver and given the Town Charter is in celebration of this being granted, perhaps this is an opportunity to celebrate the other elements of Faringdon which make us a well rounded, diverse and attractive town to be in? Lord Berners, doubtless made a significant contribution to Faringdon's character but his lifetime represents 8% of the 800 years of our charter and perhaps more time needs to be spent researching other worthy contributors. A fabulous history research project for the Community Project or the local history groups, I'd say. Community projects need a lot of goodwill and Faringdon has had its share of controversy in this area to date. This sign will last for generations so its key the community is behind this. Mel Lane RENEWABLE TOWN SIGN-23/11/15 I love the rotary or giratory or whatever it's called! I can just picture it in pride of place in the market place. But ( thinking of climate conference coming up in Paris next week) -will it be wind powered -or solar perhaps? LED lights twinkling in the windows? Name supplied MARKET PLACE TOO CLUTTERED ? -23/11/15 Mary Beck feels that the Market Place is too cluttered -and I agree with her -mostly with far too many traffic signs. My personal preference is to get rid of them all, and comprehensively apply "Living Streets" principles ( no signs whatsoever, no pavements or kerbs, everything becomes shared spaces pavement ... ) but perhaps that's not going to happen immediately. In the meantime, I see that the proposed location for the Town Sign is in the exact spot of an existing unnecessary sign -but it will be much higher, so will actually be decluttering things slightly. In the town sign background document, there's a whole section about the choosing of the location. Extracting just a small bit of this: "It has to be prominent and central but must not pose a hazard or impede visibility for traffic, particularly high vehicles. It should not interfere with important market place activities such as market stalls. It needs to have space around it with no high objects (trees, buildings, posts) in the immediate vicinity, so that it stands on its own and can be fully appreciated from all sides. " I think the location chosen is excellent and certainly won't look cluttered. Name supplied.
Town sign -23/11/15 We don't need to spend money on a town sign. I'm afraid those involved will go ahead with it anyway even if folks don't wish it. So those involved can say " I made that happen". Think this is about " own self importance and not what the town needs. There are areas in the Town that need an uplift much better to spend money on what town needs and not what we don't need. Money spent on homes that some low income families don't have income to tidy up their gardens support them in looking after outside of homes. Money well spent. Name supplied TOWN SIGN -ANOTHER FOLLY?-23/11/15 I did have to laugh out loud . It seems that the person who gave us our most iconic landmark in 1935 can be dismissed with a perfunctory "his contribution to the local community was slight". Berners also had to overcome his fair share of small-minded claptrap and ignorance when getting the Folly built. Thank goodness he succeeded. The town sign project looks like a very healthy consultative process to me, and I suggest that Mary Beck and her supporters at least read the very comprehensive background documents that have been prepared. These make it very clear -for example -that the schools will also be involved in the next stage -when the community chooses the themes and elements that should be included; those that best describe our identity -both historical and contemporary. Dave C Town sign...again.-22/11/15 I also agree that Faringdon is far more than Lord Berners, the Pink Pigeons have their diver which is more than enough recognition for just one person who played only a small part of this town, Robert Heber-Percy also had weird ideas but none of them are held up as the raison-detre of Faringdon's existence. I well remember that the council had big ideas for a Millennium clock back in 1999....... as you all know the town is still waiting for that to appear, so the chance of them getting a town sign sorted out by 2018 is slim. Surely if there is to be a sign then the whole town should have a go at designing it and the whole town allowed a vote, and a simple vote at that not one that gets ignored because it doesn't suit some. Also there could be six different ones to welcome visitors on the roadsides leading into the town allowing six townsfolk the chance of a little kudos. Name supplied by a Faringdon resident of 63 years.
Town sign -22/11/15 I have looked at the voting site. Why does the phrase "done and dusted" spring to mind? If the inhabitants of Faringdon were canvassed for their views why did nothing appear in the Folly newspaper? Why do I get the jmpression that what we see is all smoke and mirrors? If the council unanimously agreed to the Pink Pigeons proposal why was it not reported in the Folly? How many members does the pink pigeons trust have, outside of the council representatives? Its stated aim is to bring Long Berners to the fore, so whatever the design it will be "eccentric". Is that what we Faringdonians want? Mary Beck Town Sign -21/11/15 Have I got it wrong? I thought the vote was only for the shape of the the sign. The elements based on Faringdon's History will be chosen later-I'm sure with input from those in the town who are interested. I can see on the examples-Civil War, the Folly, Old Town Hall, Portwell Pump, White Horse Hill, All Saints, fossils. Can't see anything to do with the mail -Coach and Horses, Faringdon trains.
Local Yokel
Town Sign -21/11/15 I do have to agree with Mary, nothing more in the town centre please. The Pink Pigeons already have their diver to celebrate Lord Berners and the beautiful buildings speak for themselves. By definition a Town Sign is put at the side of the road to welcome people to a town and usually marks the boundary, therefore we need about 6 of them. The voting system for this seems as confusing as the voting for the diver was, which if I remember correctly was changed after voting had started. This time its a choice of love it, like it, it's ok or not sure. Surely a simple tick against the ones you like and a cross against the ones you don't would make more sense or is there a concern that a favourite one won't be picked but if it has lots of 'not sure's' then they'll count as a 'oh well we'll take that as a yes then'. Faringdon is a wonderful town with a lovely market place. Anything that detracts from that will be wrong. Name supplied Faringdon Sign -21/11/15 I cannot but agree with Mary Beck. If we need to have a town sign it would be good to have an open competition in which a more diverse view of town history is illustrated and the entrants need not go via the conduit of a Lord Berners appreciation society. While Lord Berners may have been a diverting and amusing figure, his contribution to the local community was slight
